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CCT to Host 16th Annual Mardi Gras Conference on Virtual Worlds Feb. 19-21  
 

The CCT will host the Mardi Gras Conference on “Virtual Worlds: New Realms for 
Culture, Creativity, Commerce, Computation and Communication” next week in 
downtown Baton Rouge. 
 
This conference marks the first occasion where people using virtual environments such as 
Second Life, MultiVerse and Croquet to advance both business and academia will come 
together to discuss the latest developments in this emerging field.  
 
The conference will take place Feb. 19-21 at the Sheraton Baton Rouge Hotel and 
Conference Center in downtown Baton Rouge. The conference includes two-and-a-half 
days of workshops, keynote speakers and seven discussion panels on various topics 
related to virtual worlds. Registration fee is $280; $180 for students. 
 
Participants from around the world will attend the conference to present papers on topics 
including legal issues in virtual worlds, research methods for virtual worlds and avatar 
identity. Following the conference’s conclusion, participants will travel to New Orleans 
to see the Endymion Mardi Gras parade. 
 
To see a full schedule of conference events and to register online, please visit 
www.mardigrasconference.org.  
 
CCT in the News: 
 

• Workshop addresses coastal resiliency needs 
Source: LSU Public Affairs 
BATON ROUGE – Experts from around the world gathered Jan. 20-21 on the 
LSU campus to take part in a workshop looking to improve the technology of 
coastal inundation prediction for the needs of emergency managers and regional 
planners. 
http://www.cct.lsu.edu/site.php?pageID=63&newsID=942 
 

• LSU Visualization Lab Helps University Researchers See Their Data in New 
and Exciting Ways 
BATON ROUGE – A virtual underwater environment in Second Life. A new, 
high-resolution video of neutron stars colliding. A 3-D movie of Hurricane 



Gustav’s wind field that impacted coastal Louisiana and Baton Rouge. Live, 
streaming video to show elementary students the creepy crawlies that live on their 
skin and in their hair. 
http://www.cct.lsu.edu/site.php?pageID=63&newsID=941 
 

• NSF Supports New Distributed Computing Paradigm 
Source: HPC Wire  
Feb. 3 -- The National Science Foundation (NSF) recently awarded Louisiana 
State University professor Tevfik Kosar with the prestigious CAREER Award for 
the development of a new computing paradigm called "Data-aware Distributed 
Computing" over the next five years. 
http://www.hpcwire.com/offthewire/NSF-Supports-New-Distributed-Computing-
Paradigm-38871842.html?page=1 
 

• NSF Supports New Distributed Computing Paradigm via Prestigious 
CAREER Award 
Source: Supercomputing Online 
The National Science Foundation (NSF) recently awarded Louisiana State 
University professor Tevfik Kosar with the prestigious CAREER Award for the 
development of a new computing paradigm called “Data-aware Distributed 
Computing” over the next five years. 
http://www.supercomputingonline.com/index.php?option=com_content&view=ar
ticle&id=13226:nsf-supports-new-distributed-computing-paradigm-via-
prestigious-career-award&catid=15:latest&Itemid=50 
 

Pats On The Back: 
 
• Former CCT faculty member, Dr. Horst Beyer, recently had his book “Beyond 

Partial Differential Equations. On Linear and Quasi-linear Abstract Hyperbolic 
Evolution Equations” reviewed by Zentralblatt MATH. Zentralblatt MATH 
provides reviews and abstracts for articles in mathematics and is operated by 
Springer Science and Business Media. Beyer wrote this book during his time at 
CCT.  
http://www.zentralblatt-math.org/zmath/search/?an=05145281 
 

• Xin (Shane) Li has received an award from the Board of Regents titled "Solid 
Shape Parameterization for Efficient Finite Element Analysis and Scientific 
Simulations.”  The proposal was for the Pilot Funding for New Research (Pfund) 
competition, and the award is for $10,000 over 12 months. 
 

• Stacey Simmons, Ph.D., received a $10,000 award from the Louisiana Office of 
Tourism in support of the Red Stick International Animation Festival. 

 
Upcoming Lectures: 

 



• Alfred R. Fuller from the University of California, Davis, will lecture as part of 
the CCT Colloquium Series on Feb. 13 at 11:30 a.m.  The lecture, “Interactive 
Visualization and Manipulation of OCT Acquired Volumetric In-Vivo Retinal 
Images,” will take place in 338 Johnston.  
 

• Marsha Berger from the Courant Institute, will lecture as part of the Frontiers of 
Scientific Computing Lecture Series on Feb. 16 at 11 a.m.  The lecture, 
“Computing Fluid Flows in Complex Geometry,” in 338 Johnston Hall. 

 
Please Note: 
 

•  The next training seminar will be Wednesday, Feb. 11 from 10 a.m. to noon in 
Johnston 338. This training is to review multiple serial algorithms, and discuss the 
pros and cons of parallelizing the algorithm. We will then program these 
algorithms in C/C++/Fortran, and test their execution on the LONI 
supercomputers.  To register, visit: 
 http://hpc.lsu.edu/training/tutorials/#spring09mpi1 . 
 

• The next ALL CCT meeting will take place this Wednesday, Feb. 11, at 3 p.m. in 
Johnston 338. Please make every effort to attend. If you have any information, 
news or announcements you wish to include at the meeting, please notify Karen 
Jones, kjones@cct.lsu.edu. Future ALL CCT meetings of the Spring 2009 
semester will take place March 18, April 15 and May 20.  

 
•  Abstracts for Computational Science Poster Day are due Thursday, Feb. 12! 

This activity is open to all undergraduate students in Louisiana. Computational 
Science Poster Day is an initiative of faculty working on CyberTools. There is no 
fee to submit work or attend the Computational Science Poster Day. Students who 
wish to participate should submit an abstract describing their research 
questions/purpose, methods and outcomes (actual or anticipated). The committee 
invites posters on all topics related to computational science, including 
cyberinfrastructure, computer architecture, supercomputing and its related tools 
and technologies, basic science applications, and more! (Full details on 
submissions can be found at www.cct.lsu.edu/posterday09.) Abstracts should be 
submitted to: Kathy Traxler, LSU CCT, 216 Johnston Hall, Baton Rouge, LA 
70803, or by e-mail: ktraxler@cct.lsu.edu.  

 
•  The 2009 CCT security badges are now ready to be picked up.  They can be picked 

up in Frey 200 C1C. 
 

• If you have any news for the CCT Weekly, please e-mail PR Manager Kristen 
Sunde directly at ksunde@cct.lsu.edu. 

 
Upcoming Grant Deadlines: 
 



Note: Please see the CCT deadline Web site, as many NSF deadlines are listed here: 
http://www.cct.lsu.edu/about/grants/deadlines/events.php 
 
RFP--Amendment--Defense Sciences Research and Technology 
February 16 2010 10:00 am 
https://www.fbo.gov/spg/ODA/DARPA/CMO/BAA07-21/listing.html 
 
RFP--Amendment--Communications and Networking Technology 
ONR-BAA-07-012 
February 16 2010 10:00 am 
https://www.fbo.gov/index?s=opportunity&mode=form&id=da7a0376fc5b9f2ffae2f66dd
64b07dd&tab=core&_cview=1 
 
Cyber-Physical Systems (CPS) 
February 24 2009 10:00 am 
At Most $ 5,000,000.00 available 
http://www.nsf.gov/pubs/2008/nsf08611/nsf08611.htm?govDel=USNSF_30 
 

 
 

 


